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I worked in the Applied Mathematics Division of the National Bureau of 
Standards (now the National Institutes of Technology) in Washington from 
1951 to 1956. John Todd was my boss, and he was wonderful: fair, firm and 
friendly. Olga was my shepherd. She took upon herself the role of guide, men- 
tor and cheerleader for the young Ph.D.s hired into the Division. She suggested 
problems, encouraged our careers, sympathized with our failures and beamed 
at our successes. Everything I know about the care and feeding of junior math- 
ematicians I learned from Olga. 
I also learned a lot of matrix theory from her, although previous exposure to 
papers of Bruck, Chowla, and Ryser had already convinced me that matrices 
were wonderful tools for combinatorics. But Olga showed me how eigenvalue 
estimation could be interesting territory, and it has remained for me ... longer 
than it did for her ... a hobby which I resume every few years. 
I am amazed that we wrote only two papers together, for everything 1did 
during that period was influenced by her. And, in some respects, I think that 
motivating my whole career was the hope that Olga would be proud of me. 
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